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                                        Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Bridgman
                                                     
                                    ‘Knowing each child, growing each child, in God’s love’
 

Friday 25th June 2021
Christian value: THANKFULNESS

Dear all,

Our children have been working hard in their classes over the past two weeks. I have had two external visitors come to school who have talked to the children about their learning and looked at their work in books. Both visitors commented on our children’s confidence to share their learning and positive progress they are making. 

[image: C:\Users\Head\Downloads\IMG_3905.JPG]It was wonderful to take the junior children on our first trip since before lockdown. Years 3-6 had their swimming lessons at Ware Lido this week and then took part in a litter pick. 

Children were not put off by the rain and embraced their outdoor lessons. For some children, it was the first time they had been back in a pool for a long time. I was very impressed with the swimming teaching and how hard the children worked. 

We were then met by volunteers from the Ware Wombles – a voluntary organisation who are cleaning up the local area. Andy and his wife started the group in back in March and now have over 1500 volunteers signed up. Our children showed great awareness of the environmental impact of littering and I was very proud to see them enjoying being litter ‘spotters’ and litter ‘pickers’. More information can be found at: https://www.hertfordshiremercury.co.uk/news/hertfordshire-news/ingenious-idea-created-wares-very-5311787

Our older children also enjoyed a workshop with Keep-a-Beat first aiders as part of their PSHE lessons. They learned about how to treat burns, cuts and head injuries, as well as how to make an emergency call. We couldn’t believe that a burn should ideally be run under cool water for 22 minutes!
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We have our fingers crossed for warm weather for our postponed ice cream sale and treasure hunt now on Friday 2nd July. 

Kind regards,
Mrs Bridgman 

COVID
Cases are continuing to rise nationally and in Hertfordshire, particularly among under 18s. The local authority has asked us to share this message regarding attendance at school:
These are challenging times for us all, please do not send children in if:
• They have any symptoms of Covid-19 (a new, continuous cough, change or loss of taste or smell, a temperature) – in this instance you must book a PCR test
• If they are generally unwell, especially with colds, sore throats, headache and runny noses – it’s better to be safe than sorry
• They have been identified as a close contact and/or asked to self-isolate
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A polite reminder to please be considerate and safe with your parking at drop off and pick up. Please do not park in front of the purple gates, in the staff car park or in front of our neighbours’ drives. I am aware that some traffic comes through the village at high speed and we have requested support from the local PCSO and traffic enforcement teams to support with this. 

Request for resources
We are looking for any donations of the following items for EYFS for September please: guttering, old pots, pans, colanders.

Safeguarding
You may have seen some safeguarding news regarding peer-on-peer abuse and sexual harassment, including online. This is of particular concern at secondary school but is affecting children at primary age too. There is an important focus on ensuring that children understand 'consent’. Consent is an important subject for children to understand from an early age and should begin with simple everyday conversations that give children the understanding that they have autonomy over their bodies. The National Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect says that, “It’s about modelling consent and checking in with children about what they’re feeling and allowing children to have a voice from an early age and respecting that." Examples might include stopping tickling your child if they say no, not making them kiss relatives, and not forcing them to do things they are scared of e.g. sitting on Santa’s knee. This is a topic that needs to be addressed from an early age and regularly. The framework of protective behaviours is embedded in our school so that children understand when they feel safe/unsafe and what to do in those situations. We will be continuing to work on this in school and ensuring that consent is explicit in our PSHE curriculum as it is so important. We know that many parents will be doing some great work on this at home and welcome any ideas which can be shared with other parents. We also know that some parents may feel unsure about how to start these conversations or how to address these issues in an age-appropriate way so we have provided some useful links below.

Advice and resources for how to discuss consent with younger children:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/

Information about talking to your child regarding online consent:
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/question/what-is-online-consent-and-how-can-i-discussthis-with-my-child/

An outline of protective behaviours including a short video:
https://www.protectivebehaviours.org/what-does-protective-behaviours-mean

Information about how to talk to children about healthy relationships as they get older.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/sex-relationships/healthy-relationships/

Esafety
The Think You Know website has a wealth of information for children and parents about keeping safe online. This link shows the terms and conditions for popular social media sites and also explains how to report a concern. https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/14_plus/help/Contact-social-sites/

Oak Class Design Technology
Oak class have been growing their own food in our school allotment and have been designing their own products. They will be selling Tonwell Tomato Soup and Tonwell Tomato Salsa after school next week. All products will be £1 with no change available. They are aiming to sell their products on Thursday and Friday at pick up weather dependent. 

Federation
The full governing boards of Tonwell and Thundridge schools met on Monday evening to discuss plans for possible federation. Both boards have nominated working parties to work together to plan the next steps (Tonwell: Mrs Bridgman, Mrs Howarth and Mrs Dunnett). They will be working on planning for the consultation period, which is likely to begin in autumn term and would include seeking the views of all stakeholders including parents. Please contact Mrs Bridgman if you have any questions at this point.

Key Dates:
Mon 28th/Tue 29th June		Shakespeare workshops
Wednesday 30th June		Y1-3 RE trip
Friday 2nd July			Ice Cream Sale and Treasure Hunt/Oak class DT sale
Sunday 4th July			4pm Pet service at Holy Trinity Parish Church in Bengeo
Tuesday 6th July			Fire Safety talk for Y1-3
Thursday 8th July		Secondary Transfer – Y6 see separate letter
Wednesday 14th July		French Day in School (Bastille Day)
Thursday 15th July		Y4-6 to Edge Outdoor Activity Centre
Friday 16th July 			Sports Day for children in school
[bookmark: _GoBack]Friday 16th July			2.30pm Virtual Y6 Leavers’ Assembly
Mon 19th/Tue 20th July		Y5/6 Bikeability 
Wednesday 21st July		1.15pm End of Term


Term Dates for 2021/22
Autumn Term 2021
Wednesday 1st September – Tuesday 21st December (pupils return to school on Thursday 2nd September)

Half Term
Monday 25th October – Friday 29th October (pupils return on Tuesday 2nd November)

Spring Term
Wednesday 5th January – Friday 1st April (pupils return on Thursday 6th January)
Half Term
Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February
Summer Term
Tuesday 19th April – Friday 22nd July (pupils return on Wednesday 20th April and finish on Thursday 21st July)
Half Term
Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June

INSET DAYS
Wednesday 1st September
Monday 1st November
Friday 3rd December
Wednesday 5th January 
Tuesday 19th April

Occasional Day
Friday 22nd July 
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